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SBC BULLETIN
The fellowship of believers

Welcome to Scarborough Baptist Church. This morning we will consider the
"inward" focus of the church. We have been richly blessed at SBC over the past
seventeen years by the love and unity of the church. It is not something we can ever
take for granted, but something that we need to trust God for from day to day. It is a
miracle when a random group of people from a variety of backgrounds not only
come together in love, but remain together in unity for many years. Let us pray that
our gathering this morning will again reflect our unity in Christ and that we will grow
in our love for God and others.
Most of the activities of the church are still in holiday mode. Please pray for Chad
that God will use him in the children's lives as he continues to run the vacation care
this week.
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK
SUNDAY - Morning service as usual at 10am
SUNDAYS@6 - dinner and informal gathering around God's Word between 6 and 7pm.

LOVE
UPWARDS
Celebrating God’s loving kindness in Christ together
INWARDS
Encouraging and equipping our members in their love for, and
service of, God and each other
OUTWARDS
Reaching out through the Holy Spirit with Christ’s love to the
spiritual and material needs of the world.
A church built on the person and character of God where our
members
1. are excited about who God is
love His person and character·
worship him as the triune God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit), who is
their Creator, Saviour and Lord
embrace his will as an opportunity to love him and others better
A church motivated by God's love where our members
resist being motivated by guilt to do things for
God and others but are motivated by their love for God and gratitude
for what He has done for the world in Christ
A church that is experienced as
a place of celebration rest and refreshment where every member
can do as little or as much as he/she is able to do in obedience to
God's call upon their lives
a happy church, filled with laughter for the good things in our own lives
and the lives of others
a caring church, filled with tears for the sad things that touch the lives of people in this
broken world
a praying church, where we confess our dependence on God
and intercede for individuals and the expansion of God's work across the world
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CS Lewis on attending church
Lewis was once asked, "Is attendance at a place of worship or membership
with a Christian community necessary to a Christian way of life?"
His answer was as follows: "That's a question which I cannot answer. My own
experience is that when I first became a Christian, about fourteen years ago, I
thought that I could do it on my own, by retiring to my rooms and reading
theology, and I wouldn't go to the churches and Gospel Halls; and then later I
found that it was the only way of flying your flag; and, of course, I found that this
meant being a target.
It is extraordinary how inconvenient to your family it becomes for you to get
up early to go to Church. It doesn't matter so much if you get up early for
anything else, but if you get up early to go to Church it's very selfish of you and
you upset the house.
If there is anything in the teaching of the New Testament which is in the nature of
a command, it is that you are obliged to take the Sacrament, and you can't do it
without going to Church. I disliked very much their hymns, which I considered
to be fifth-rate poems set to sixth-rate music. But as I went on I saw the great
merit of it. I came up against different people of quite different outlooks and
different education, and then gradually my conceit just began peeling off. I
realized that the hymns (which were just sixth-rate music) were, nevertheless,
being sung with devotion and benefit by an old saint in elastic-side boots in the
opposite pew, and then you realize that you aren't fit to clean those boots. It gets
you out of your solitary conceit."
God in the Dock, pp. 61-62.

A community of
love
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In light of all this, here’s what I want you to do. While I’m locked up here, a
prisoner for the Master, I want you to get out there and walk—better yet, run!—on
the road God called you to travel. I don’t want any of you sitting around on your
hands. I don’t want anyone strolling off, down some path that goes nowhere. And
mark that you do this with humility and discipline—not in fits and starts, but
steadily, pouring yourselves out for each other in acts of love, alert at noticing
differences and quick at mending fences.
4-6 You were all called to travel on the same road and in the same direction, so
stay together, both outwardly and inwardly. You have one Master, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through all, and is
present in all. Everything you are and think and do is permeated with Oneness.
7-13 But that doesn’t mean you should all look and speak and act the same. Out
of the generosity of Christ, each of us is given his own gift. The text for this is,He
climbed the high mountain,He captured the enemy and seized the plunder,He
handed it all out in gifts to the people.Is it not true that the One who climbed up
also climbed down, down to the valley of earth? And the One who climbed down is
the One who climbed back up, up to highest heaven. He handed out gifts above
and below, filled heaven with his gifts, filled earth with his gifts. He handed out
gifts of apostle, prophet, evangelist, and pastor-teacher to train Christ’s followers
in skilled servant work, working within Christ’s body, the church, until we’re all
moving rhythmically and easily with each other, efficient and graceful in response
to God’s Son, fully mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like
Christ.
14-16 No prolonged infancies among us, please. We’ll not tolerate babes in the
woods, small children who are easy prey for predators. God wants us to grow up,
to know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our
lead from Christ, who is the source of
everything we do. He keeps us in step with each other. His very breath and blood
flow through us, nourishing us so that we will grow up healthy in God, robust in
love.

