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Most people feel like everything starts going
faster and faster in December. There are so
many things to attend to that it feels that one
has landed on a runaway train with no way of
getting off. There is great value in slowing down
for a few minutes and just coming to rest at the
feet of Jesus. Let us pray that we will all
experience his peace in a fresh way this
morning.
Our Christmas sermons this year are based
mainly on Christ's genealogy as depicted in
Matthew 1. The second of these deals with
Rahab, the wife of Salmon and the mother of
Boaz.
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK
SUNDAY
Prayer meeting before church; Sundays @ Six & service tonight
Brighton Kids continuing on every week day

LOVE

MONDAY

Morning Bible Study at 9.30am at the church
No Evening Bible study

Praise

TUESDAY
THE

KIND

OF

CHURCH

WE

PRAY

TO

BE

Craft Group from about 9am-11.30am
THURSDAY
Mainly Music at 10.30am
Finance Meeting - once a month
Management Meeting - once a month
Elders' meeting - once a month
Music Meeting - after church

Sylvia Thame recovering well after
operation
Bob Liddelow - recovering well
after operation
George Hamilton - recovering well
after stroke
Krina Moore - in hospital for
treatment
Malcolm - ongoing health issues

Prayer
Krina Moore - in hospital for
treatment of pain
Malcolm - ongoing health issues
Sue Riding - eye operation
Lois Yun - operation
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laid
among muck
retching smells
flies
cry oh
King of the Jews
cry like the children of Africa
the street children in Brazil
cry without
sound
home
cry
surrounded by
gold
frankincense
and myrrh
wise men
bowing
reverently
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cry
at the entry
of the dumb shepherds
their clumsy tongues
speaking deep
philosophies of
peace on earth
while a mother in Ramah
sings softly
to her child
and Herod sits up
in bed
planning
cry
oh child
for the carpenter
is already dreaming of
teaching you about
hammer
wood
and nails
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Matthew 1 and Joshua 2
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The family tree of Jesus Christ, David’s son, Abraham’s son: 2-6 Abraham had
Isaac,Isaac had Jacob,Jacob had Judah and his brothers,Judah had Perez and
Zerah (the mother was Tamar),Perez had Hezron,Hezron had Aram,Aram had
Amminadab,Amminadab had Nahshon,Nahshon had Salmon,Salmon had Boaz
(his mother was Rahab),Boaz had Obed (Ruth was the mother),Obed had
Jesse,Jesse had David, and David became king.

Joshua 2
Joshua son of Nun secretly sent out from Shittim two men as spies: “Go. Look
over the land. Check out Jericho.” They left and arrived at the house of a harlot
named Rahab and stayed there. 2 The king of Jericho was told, “We’ve just
learned that men arrived tonight to spy out the land. They’re from the People of
Israel.” 3 The king of Jericho sent word to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to
you to stay the night in your house. They’re spies; they’ve come to spy out
the whole country.”
4-7 The woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, two
men did come to me, but I didn’t know where they’d come from. At dark, when the
gate was about to be shut, the men left. But I have no idea where they went. Hurry
up! Chase them—you can still catch them!” (She had actually taken them up on the
roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax that were spread out for her on the
roof.) So the men set chase down the Jordan road toward the fords. As soon as
they were gone, the gate was shut.
8-11 Before the spies were down for the night, the woman came up to them on
the roof and said, “I know that God has given you the land. We’re all afraid.
Everyone in the country feels hopeless. We heard how God dried up the waters of
the Red Sea before you when you left Egypt, and what he did to the two Amorite
kings east of the Jordan, Sihon and Og,whom you put under a holy curse and
destroyed. We heard it and our hearts sank. We all had the wind knocked out of us.
And all because of you, you and God, your God, God of the heavens above and
God of the earth below. 12-13 “Now promise me by God. I showed you mercy; now
show my family mercy. And give me some tangible proof, a guarantee of life for my
father and mother, my brothers and sisters—everyone connected with my family.
Save our souls from death!”
14 “Our lives for yours!” said the men. “But don’t tell anyone our business. When
God turns this land over to us, we’ll do right by you in loyal mercy.” 15-16 She
lowered them down out a window with a rope because her house was on the city
wall to the outside. She told them, “Run for the hills ...

