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Thank you for joining us this morning. Pray that
we all will become aware of the love and grace
of our God as we consider the genealogy of
Jesus and its implications for our lives and
understanding of the gospel. The sermon this
morning will be conducted by Matt Hall.
Most of the regular church activities will
becoming to an end this week. We are
considering a service on Christmas Eve and will
hold a quick poll this morning to determine the
need. We will also have a "Christmas Carol
Service" for the church on the evening of
Sunday the 20th. Join us at six for a meal and
some singing.
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK
SUNDAY
Prayer meeting before church; Sundays @ Six & service tonight
MONDAY

LOVE

Morning Bible Study at 9.30am at the church
Evening Bible study at 7pm at the church
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The Bible does not specifically mention three Wise
Men. In fact, there is no concrete evidence as to how
many Magi actually visited baby Jesus. Eastern
philosophy says that the number of wise men visited
baby Jesus was not 3 but 12. It is assumed that it was
the three significant gifts of gold, incense and myrrh
that led to the belief that Three Wise Men came to visit
baby Jesus.
St. Nicholas, wasn't a bearded
man who wore a red suit. That
all came much later. According
to legend, the fourth-century
Christian bishop gave away his
abundant inheritance to help the
needy and rescued women from
servitude. His name was Sinter
Klaas in Dutch, which later
morphed into Santa Claus.

During the Roman era, in about 336
A.D., Christmas was first mentioned
in publications and was starting to
be celebrated. The date was
actually set for celebrating the
Unconquered Sun, a pagan feast.
This is why it was replaced with a
Christian celebration
The poinsettia is a
traditional
Christmas flower. In
Mexico (its original
birthplace), the
poinsettia is known
as the "Flower of
the Holy Night".

A traditional Christmas
dinner in early England
was the head of a pig
prepared with mustard.

According to historical accounts, the
first Christmas in the Philippines was
celebrated 200 years before
Ferdinand Magellan discovered the
country for the western world, likely
between the years 1280 and 1320
AD.
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The family tree of Jesus Christ, David’s son, Abraham’s son: 2-6 Abraham had
Isaac,Isaac had Jacob,Jacob had Judah and his brothers,Judah had Perez and
Zerah (the mother was Tamar),Perez had Hezron,Hezron had Aram,Aram had
Amminadab,Amminadab had Nahshon,Nahshon had Salmon,Salmon had Boaz
(his mother was Rahab),Boaz had Obed (Ruth was the mother),Obed had
Jesse,Jesse had David, and David became king.

Christmas and death
In the New Testament Christ's birth is followed by the song of Simeon. When Simeon
encounters Jesus in the Temple, he tells God :`Lord, now you are letting your servant depart
in peace.' For Simeon, seeing the Christ-Child meant that his life's ambition had been
fulfilled and that he was now ready to die. The birth of Christ is intrinsically linked to
Christ's ultimate death. Christmas and death cannot be separated from each other. The
birth of Christ brings us to face the meaning of life and to prepare us to face our own death.
The German theologian Helmut Thielicke wrote a book entitled Man in God's World: The
Faith and Courage to Live - or Die which contains a series of sermons he delivered in
Stuttgart Cathedral during World War II while the city was being bombed. He relates how
his congregation changed from week to week because of people dying from the bombings
constantly occurring. At one stage the cathedral itself was bombed during a service killing
two people. Thielicke recalled another incident:
"After an air attack I was helping with the clean-up operations and was standing at the edge
of a huge crater opened up by an aerial bomb. It had killed an officer and fifty women
auxiliary airforce aides. A woman came up to me - she was the wife of an officer who had
been killed - and asked whether I was Helmut Thielicke; for I was covered in dust and grime
and she did not recognize me at first. She then showed me her husband's cap and said,
"This is all that was left of him. Only last Thursday I was with him, attending your lecture.
And now I want to thank you for preparing him for his death." Then she quietly shook my
hand. What we were doing there was teaching theology in the face of death. There the only
thing that was of any help at all was the gospel itself. Everything else simply dissolved into
thin air. We were living only upon the substance of our faith. And these desperate hours
also helped us to find our faith."
Christmas is about the birth of the Saviour. The message of the Gospel is that Christ was
born to die in our place. The purpose of his life was to die for us so that we could receive
eternal life. The story of Christmas is the story of a new beginning: that humans do not have
to die and disappear forever. Christmas tells us that God values life: that God was not
satisfied to give humanity over to death. The story of Christmas wants to prepare us to die
in peace, knowing that our sins have been forgiven and that we can face God, the Holy One.

