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Christmas Day is less than a month away! May
the joy, hope, compassion and peace of this time
permeate our meeting together as we
commemorate the coming of our Saviour into
this world.
We won't be having our usual "big event" Carol
Service this year due to Covid restrictions and
regulations. We will, however, be singing lots of
carols in the Sunday morning and evening
services and today we start our 2020 Christmas
series of sermons based mainly on the
revelation of the gospel through Christ's
genealogy. The first of these is the story of Perez,
whose mother was Tamar.
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK
SUNDAY
Prayer meeting before church; Sundays @ Six & service tonight
Brighton Kids continuing on every week day

LOVE

MONDAY

Morning Bible Study at 9.30am at the church
Evening Bible study at 7pm at the church
TUESDAY
THE

KIND

OF

CHURCH

WE

PRAY

TO

BE

Craft Group from about 9am-11.30am
THURSDAY
Mainly Music at 10.30am
Finance Meeting - once a month
Management Meeting - once a month
Elders' meeting - once a month
Music Meeting - next week after church

Prayer focus

Sylvia Thame for recovery
Lois Yun - for her health
Bob Liddelow - for recovery
Krina Moore - in hospital for
treatment this week
Malcolm - ongoing health
issues
For our members - that we
would boldly speak about
God in our everyday lives

If you would like to be a part
of Angel Tree, a ministry
which provides gifts for those
in prison to give their
children, please speak to
Nancy Dale who is organising
this very worthwhile venture.
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Genesis 38 (contd from back page)
19 After returning home, Tamar took off the veil and dressed in her widow’s clothes
again.
20 Judah had his friend Hirah take a goat to the woman, so he could get back the
ring and walking stick, but she wasn’t there. 21 Hirah asked the people of Enaim,
“Where is the prostitute who sat along the road outside your town?”
“There’s never been one here,” they answered.
22 Hirah went back and told Judah, “I couldn’t find the woman, and the people of
Enaim said no prostitute had ever been there.”
23 “If you couldn’t find her, we’ll just let her keep the things I gave her,” Judah
answered. “And we’d better forget about the goat, or else we’ll look like fools.”
24 About three months later someone told Judah, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar has
behaved like a prostitute, and now she’s pregnant!”
“Drag her out of town and burn her to death!” Judah shouted.
25 As Tamar was being dragged off, she sent someone to tell her father-in-law,
“The man who gave me this ring, this cord, and this walking stick is the one who got
me pregnant.”
26 “Those are mine!” Judah admitted. “She’s a better person than I am, because I
broke my promise to let her marry my son Shelah.” After this, Judah never slept
with her again.
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Matthew 1: 1-3

This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of David and
of Abraham: 2 Abraham was the father of Isaac.Isaac was the father of
Jacob.Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers.3 Judah was the father of
Perez and Zerah (whose mother was Tamar).Perez was the father of Hezron.

Genesis 38

About that time Judah left his brothers in the hill country and went to live near his
friend Hirah in the town of Adullam. 2 While there he met the daughter of Shua, a
Canaanite man. Judah married her, 3 and they had three sons. He named the first
one Er; 4 she named the next one Onan. 5 The third one was born when Judah
was in Chezib, and she named him Shelah.
6 Later, Judah chose Tamar as a wife for Er, his oldest son. 7 But Er was very evil,
and the Lord took his life. 8 So Judah told Onan, “It’s your duty to marry Tamar and
have a child for your brother.” 9 Onan knew the child would not be his,[b] and when
he had sex with Tamar, he made sure that she would not get pregnant. 10 The Lord
wasn’t pleased with Onan and took his life too. 11 Judah did not want the same
thing to happen to his son Shelah, and he told Tamar, “Go home to your father and
live there as a widow until my son Shelah is grown.” So Tamar went to live with her
father.
12 Some years later Judah’s wife died, and he mourned for her. He then went with
his friend Hirah to the town of Timnah, where his sheep were being sheared. 13
Tamar found out that her father-in-law Judah was going to Timnah to shear his
sheep. 14 She also realized that Shelah was now a grown man, but she had not
been allowed to marry him. So she decided to dress in something other than her
widow’s clothes and to cover her face with a veil. After this, she sat outside the
town of Enaim on the road to Timnah. 15 When Judah came along, he did not
recognize her because of the veil. He thought she was a prostitute 16 and asked
her to sleep with him. She asked, “What will you give me if I do?”
17 “One of my young goats,” he answered.
“What will you give me to keep until you send the goat?” she asked.
18 “What do you want?” he asked in return.
“The ring on that cord around your neck,” was her reply. “I also want the special
walking stick you have with you.” He gave them to her, they slept together, and she
became pregnant.
(See centre page for the end of the reading)

