28 June 2020

SBC

SCARBOROUGH BULLETIN
What is happening at Scarborough Baptist Church?

THIS WEEK
ESCAPING?
PRAYER contd

It is good to meet together again this morning. We
are very aware of believers across the world who
are not able to do so this weekend due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. We, in Australia, seems to be
living in the calm epicenter of the cyclone of death,
destruction and emotional devastation which
continues to move across the world. It presents a
THEconundrum
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devastation when so many other people are
affected? Do we claim that God has deliberately
been kind to us, while turning against the rest of
the world? Or do we simply thank our natural
isolation and the swift action of our leaders and
medical professionals? It does seem absurd to
suggest that Australia has been favoured
especially by God above the other nations.
Instead of seeking a reason for our escape, we
should perhaps rather ask how God can use us to
help those who are suffering due to this virus. The
elders are recommending that our church donate
$300 to help feed people who are going hungry in
India due to this virus. It is not much, but it does
represent our gratitude turning into our calling.

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Monday morning 9.30am Bible Study on
Zoom or at the church
Thursday evening Bible study on Zoom
at 7pm. The link for this is on the events
calendar on the website.
Brighton Kids: as usual this week.
We are exploring when and how to start all
our other activities.
Offering: Please continue using EFT as it
needs to be our main means of doing our
offering at present. Our bank details are:
Scarborough Baptist Church BSB 306-054 Account number 4186613
Prayer: Please pray for for the
Management as they make decisions on
completing the work on the cafe.
Please pray for Matt who is ministering in
Moora this morning and Chad as he
prepares for the holiday programme
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The Dutch theologian, Hendrikus Berkhof (1979:491), says that prayer accentuates the "vertical
dimension" of what it means to be human. To pray, this statement implies, is to confess that
human existence involves more dimensions than those we can directly see and experience.
This vertical dimension, Berkhof explains, is not the first to develop in us: "Before a person is
ready to listen, give thanks and pray, he has to do a lot of eating and drinking, and do and
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experience many other things besides." Once we reach this vertical
stage in our personal development, however, he asserts, we find that
it draws all the other dimensions of what it means to be human into
itself. Berkhof goes so far as to say that in the posture of prayer
humanity "perfects itself".

!

This is a questionable idea. In scripture prayer is never depicted as
the instrument or means by which humans can go beyond their
earthly existence or reach a higher state of being. Prayer is not the means by which the
individual "soul" can escape its bodily captivity to realise itself in the spiritual dimension. To
pray is, rather, to come into contact with God, the radically holy One, before whom we can
only see ourselves as finite, transient, broken and dependent beings. As Berkhof himself
argues: "In that posture of prayer we place life with all its heights and depths and in its full
horizontality before the face of God." We can thus only concur that our humanity is
"perfected in prayer" if we accept that our humanity is intrinsically bound to the limited,
horizontal existence in which we find ourselves. Human perfection is only human perfection
if it is realised in everyday human existence. Prayer is God's invitation for humans to come to
him "just as we are".
Prayer is thus, by its very nature, audacious. It is to admit that we do not have any standing
on our own merits before God, that we do not have the right to address God. And yet, by
engaging in prayer, we enact the belief that we may speak to God, that God is interested in us,
that God wants to make time to listen to us. Our prayers are not the result of any human
desire to draw near to God. It is always a response to God's decision to draw near to us. We
speak because we have been spoken to. To pray in response to God's speech which addresses
us as we are allows us to be honest and authentic before God and therefore also to be honest
and authentic to ourselves. "In prayer", Berkhof correctly says, "our total human existence in
all its varied contexts and responsibilities and cares which we have in and for the world
expresses itself."
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