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What is happening at Scarborough Baptist Church?
Longing for
liberty
THIS WEEK

PRAYER:
Waiting for
the Lord

Longing for liberty...
We often read past things in the Bible; we read
them but they leave a minimal imprint on our
lives. Perhaps this is true of some of the things
we take for granted in the Old Testament.
As we consider Jeremiah today, let's also think
of the Israelites' 40 years in the desert, waiting
THE SERVICE THIS
to go into the Promised Land, living in tents,
same
food every day, unwanted in the land.
MORNING
Then there's Jeremiah's time and the 70 years
of exile in Babylon where the Israelites were
prisoners in a foreign land - crying out to God
for his release, desperate for his salvation.
Jeremiah, often thought of as the prophet of
doom, laments his own situation, laments the
fact that the people are hard-hearted and not
sincere in their worship; he longs for liberty but
accepts that it probably won't come in his
lifetime. In all of this, he knew that God's love
continues unabated; that his capacity for
forgiveness and mercy is unending; and that
God can be trusted for he is faithful.
Let's live out of thankfulness for our own
situation. His mercies are new every morning!

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Monday morning Bible study at 9.30am.
The link will appear in the calendar on the
web page.
Thursday evening Bible study at 7pm.
The link for this is on the calendar on the
website.
Brighton Kids will still be on the go this
week.
Communion: Please come prepared for
Communion next week!

Offering: Please consider arranging an
EFT as we have no other means of doing
our offering at present. Our bank details:
Scarborough Baptist Church BSB 306-054 Account number 4186613
On Monday nights, Andre and Anne
will have "open home" on the normal
church link. Come for a chat or prayer
between 7 and 8pm.
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Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.
Psalm 27:14
We need to take the time to wait for the Lord. This is not always easy. God
often seems to work according to a different time than ours. The problem, as
far as we can see, is that all the clocks in heaven are running a bit slow
compared to earthly time. We are not sure that God fully understands the
urgency of the situation that we are facing! And so we jump into action.
convinced that we understand the situation better than God.

WAITING

Prayer
!

At other times we we may " wait upon the Lord"
without any real expectation that He will turn up to lead
us out of a negative situation. Waiting on the Lord then
becomes an excuse for not doing anything. We have lost
the urgency of the situation and have simply accepted
that nothing will really change.
To wait for God is to live out of hope. It is to expect
him to intervene at any moment. The Psalmist urges

God's people to remain strong while waiting for Him. Instead of allowing the time
when nothing seems to happen to sap our strength and energy, it should be the
other way round. We can take heart, be encouraged, gain strength because we are
not waiting for blind fate to determine the outcome of our situation: we are waiting
for our God to come to our rescue. And we know God. He has proven over time
that He never arrives too late to redeem a situation, that his absence does not
mean that He is not aware of our needs or does not care about what is happening
to us.
To wait for God is to hope. Hope and trust are joined at the hip. To hope means
to look beyond, and through, our current circumstances and to see God in our
future, waiting for us to catch up with him. But Christian hope entails more than a
focus on the future. Christians can patiently wait for God to intervene in their
circumstances because He has already arrived. He is already with us. Jesus told his
disciples that He would never leave them but would be with them till the end of the
world. God has taken up residence within the church through his Spirit. He is not
absent. He is here with us. To wait for God is to know that in Jesus he has already
overcome the world (past), including the circumstances which are overwhelmingly
against us. It is to know that nothing can separate us from his love (present) and
that He will ensure that we will overcome; that we will emerge more than
conquerors (future). And so we wait for God!
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