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SCARBOROUGH BULLETIN
What is happening at Scarborough Baptist Church?
The Lord's prayer:
our prayer
EVENTS THIS WEEK
PRAYER:
Looking towards
Easter

Easter is coming!
Another week has passed and we are already
a quarter of the way into another year. We
seem to be all settling in to a new way of
doing church. It's so good to talk to one
another on the telephone a little more than
usual too.Please let us know if you need any
help
withSERVICE
all of this technology.
THE
THIS

MORNING
Easter
has arrived almost silently but let's
think of creative ways of sharing the good
news of Jesus' sacrifice and resurrection with
our friends, colleagues and family members.
Of course, we can phone, facetime, Zoom,
Skype - even send cards and post letters. Are
there other things we can do to share this
very special time in the church year? Let's
share them with one another.
Please take note of the services alongside!

Teenzone and Kidszone: Look out for an
email in this regard! We are busy finalising our
plans. You have not been forgotten! Teenzone
will meet on Wednesday evening this week!

EVENTS THIS WEEK

EASTER Weekend:
Good Friday Service at 10am online
Sunrise prayer and reflection at
6.20am on Sunday (online)
Easter Sunday Service at 10am
online
Monday morning Bible study will be at
9.30am online this week. The link will
appear in the calendar on the web page.
Monday evening Bible study will be on
tomorrow evening at 7pm. The link for this
is on the calendar on the website.
Brighton Kids will still be on the go this
week.
Offering: Please consider arranging an
EFT as we have no other means of doing
our offering at present. Our bank details:
Scarborough Baptist Church BSB 306-054 Account number 4186613
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THE GROUNDS FOR PRAYER
Rom 15:30 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our
Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join
!
me in my struggle by praying to God for me.
The NIV translation is quite unclear in this verse. What does it mean when it
translates that Paul asked the believers to pray for him "by our Lord Jesus Christ
and by the love of the Spirit"?
"The Message" uses "through" rather than "by". It reads "pray strenuously with
and for me—to God the Father, through the power of our Master Jesus, through
the love of the Spirit..." This translation implies that Christ and the Spirit are the
means through which the believers should engage in prayer. In other words: use
the power of the Lord Jesus and the love of the Spirit when you pray for me. The
Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit are then crucial ingredients to make their prayers
"successful". A problem with the Message's translation here, is that the Greek text
does not actually refer to the power of Christ. Christ is called "Lord" or
"Master"which implies some form of power,but that is perhaps reading too much
ONLINE

Prayer

into the text.
The Good News Bible, like the NIV, does not
link Christ and the Spirit to the act of prayer,
but rather to the reason why the Church should
pray: "I urge you, friends, by our Lord Jesus
Christ and by the love that the Spirit gives:
join me in praying fervently to God for me." This interpretation implies that Paul
urges the church, "in the name of the Lord Jesus, or because they belong to Jesus"
to pray for him. In the same way, Paul's reference to the Spirit means that he asks
them to pray "because the Spirit has given[them] love (for him)".
So what conclusions can we draw from the text? It seems that the Lord Jesus and
the love of the Holy Spirit are the grounds for Paul's request for the church in Rome
to pray for him. In other words: because you belong to the Lord and because you
love (me) because of the Spirit, I urge you to pray for me." We are bound to one
another because we all belong to the same Master. It is his will that we should care
for one another and thus pray for one another. It is, however, not just a command.
God's Spirit has poured the love of Christ into our hearts, a deep love for our
Christian family members. And this is why we pray. (see the prayer letter too - in
"What's happening?")

