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SCARBOROUGH BULLETIN
What is happening at Scarborough Baptist Church?
The SEVEN SEALS:
our sermon topic today

EVENTS THIS WEEK
PRAYER:
The great responsibility
we have to pray

Church online
We are starting to settle into a new way of
doing church and it can be quite a challenge
but it's also good to be doing something
different, new and in a way refreshing. Let us
know if you need any help with all of this
technology.

THE SERVICE THIS

We would love people to volunteer to do a
MORNING
Bible
reading, say a prayer, sing a song, read a
poem, review a book or give a testimony. If
you would like to do anything like this in
future online services please let Anne know
on 61422181 or by email at andre@pbc.wa.edu.au
We miss our members who are unable to join
but send you much love through the bulletin.
Know that we are praying for you. We
encourage everyone to phone one another
more than usual in these times of isolation.

Teenzone and Kidszone: Look out for an
email in this regard! We are busy finalising our
plans. You have not been forgotten!

EVENTS THIS WEEK
Activities this week will be done in
unusual ways or might be deferred for a
week or two.
Monday morning Bible study will be at
9.30am online this week. The link will
appear in the calendar on the web page.
Monday evening Bible study will be on
tomorrow evening at 7pm. The link for
this is on the calendar on the website.
Craft, Mainly Music and Sundays@6 are
all on hold for the time being.
Brighton Kids will still be on the go this
week as schools have not closed at this
stage.
Offering: Please consider arranging a
direct debit as we have no other means
of doing our offering at present.
Our bank details are for
Scarborough Baptist Church BSB 306-054 Account number 4186613
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Prayer
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"PRAY FOR ME" THE GREAT
RESPONSIBLITY OF PRAYER
Rom 15:30 I urge you, brothers and sisters, by our
Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join
me in my struggle by praying to God for me.

Paul's request for the people in Rome to pray for him says something
significant about God's relationship to us. In asking for prayer, Paul indicates
his understanding that God has determined not to just control things by
himself, but to make us co-responsible for what happens in the world. It seems
that God has limited himself to predominantly act in response to people's
prayers.
It is true that Jesus is Lord, and that there is no democracy in heaven, but the
amazing thing about Jesus'Lordship is that he allows us to have a voice in the
unfolding of events on earth. To pray is a great responsibility. We ask God to
change the natural progress of events, and set up a new course for history to
unfold.
Paul's request means that he does not take it
for granted that God is on his side and that
everything will thus work out fine for him. In
asking people to pray for him, he is asking
them to associate themselves with his
struggle and to join him as he petitions God
to keep him safe as he travels to Jerusalem
and that the church will receive the money he is bringing them. Prayer gives
us great responsibility, but it also delivers us from the task of doing the
impossible ourselves. By praying we are invoking the help of the Almighty God,
to enter into our situation and change things for the better.
Oh Lord, we thank you for the great calling and responsibility that you have
given your church by deciding to direct the course of history with and through
our prayers. Forgive us for the many times we have used prayer like a personal
shopping list, like a corrupt ruler who only seeks to profit from a position of
power. Help us to pray as people who care for others as much as we do for
ourselves. Teach us to pray, Oh Lord. In Jesus' name we ask these things.

